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To the Commissioner: 

In response to the restriction requirement dated April 17, 2003, the time period for 
response thereto being set to expire June 17, 2003, by virtue of the Petition for One-Month 
Extension of Time filed herewith. Applicants provisionally elect, with traverse . Group I, 
Claims 1 and 34-57. 

REMARKS 

Applicants provisionally elect Group I, claims 1 and 34-57, with traverse . 

Even in the national phase of a PCT application, restriction is proper only if the 
restricted claims are independent or patentably distinct and there is no serious burden 
placed on the Examiner if restriction is not required (MPEP §803). The burden is on the 
Office to provide reasons and/or examples to support any conclusion of patentable 
distinctness between the restricted claims (MPEP §803). Applicant respectfully traverses 
the restriction requirement on the grounds that the Office has not carried the burden of 
providing any reason and/or example to support the conclusion that the claims of the 
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